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WELCOME TO CHRIST CHURCH 
 
 

 
 
 

GOOD FRIDAY SERVICE 2024 
 
This service for Good Friday is in three parts:  

1. the Liturgy of the Word, with the dramatized reading of John's 
passion story as its climax; 

2. the Liturgy of the Cross, carried, knelt before and proclaimed; 
and  

3. the Prayers for the World at the foot of the Cross.   
 
The liturgy is stark, but Good Friday is not a day of mourning; it is a 
celebration of the Lord who reigns and triumphs by the cross.  
 
Please stand at the entry of the choir. 
 
Hymns are sung unannounced. 
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Hymn There is a green hill far away  
without a city wall, 
where our dear Lord was crucified, 
who died to save us all. 

We may not know, we cannot tell 
what pains he had to bear, 
but we believe it was for us  
he hung and suffered there. 

He died that we might be forgiven, 
he died to make us good; 
that we might go at last to heaven, 
saved by his precious blood. 

There was no other good enough  
to pay the price of sin; 
he, only, could unlock the gate 
of heaven and let us in. 

O dearly, dearly has he loved; 
and we must love him too, 
and trust in his redeeming blood, 
and try his works to do. 

Cecil Frances Alexander (1818-1895) 

 
Silent Prayer and the Collect 

The whole congregation prays silently, after which the minister says the 
collect for Good Friday 
Eternal God, 
in the cross of Jesus 
we see the cost of sin 
and the depth of your love: 
in humble hope and fear 
may we place at his feet 
all that we have and all that we are, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
All:  Amen 
 
Please sit 
 
The First Reading:  Isaiah 52:13 – 53:12 (Old Testament p.694) 
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The Second Reading: Hebrews 4:14-16; 5:7-9 (NT p. 217) 
 
The Choir sing: 
Psalm 22, verses 1-11 and 14-18 (Old Testament p.511) 
 
Please stand for as much of the Gospel reading as you wish 
 
The Passion according to John (Dramatized) 
John, Chapter 18, verse 1, to chapter 19, verse 42 
 
Silence for reflection  
 
Hymn  O Cross of Christ, immortal tree 

On which our Saviour died, 
The world is sheltered by your arms 
That bore the Crucified. 

From bitter death and barren wood 
the tree of life is made; 
Its branches bear unfailing fruit 
And leaves that never fade. 

O faithful Cross, you stand unmoved 
While ages run their course; 
Foundation of the universe, 
Creation’s minding force. 

Give glory to the risen Christ 
And to his Cross give praise, 
The sign of God's unfailing love, 
The hope of all our days. 

Community of Stanbrook Abbey 

 
The Cross is carried in procession through the congregation and 
placed in the sanctuary during the singing of this hymn. 
 
Please Kneel or Sit 
 
Silent Prayer  
The minister leads the congregation in silent prayer before the cross.  
Members of the congregation are invited to come to the sanctuary for 
a few seconds to kneel before the cross.   
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Dave Ballard will play O Mensch, bewein dein Sünde groß (BWV 
622) by J S Bach  
 
The choir will sing Words from the Cross by Forbes L’Estrange 
The text is an acrostic poem based on Jesus’s seven last words, the 
first letters of each stanza forming the word CROSS. 
 
Proclamation of the Cross 
Please Stand 

Priest: We glory in your cross, O Lord, 
All:  And praise you for your mighty resurrection; 

for by virtue of your cross 
joy has come into the world. 

Priest: God be gracious to us and bless us: 
And make his face shine upon us, 

All:  Let your ways be made known on earth: 
your liberating power among all nations. 

Priest: Let the peoples praise you, O God; 
Let all the peoples praise you. 

All:  We glory in your cross, O Lord, 
and praise you for your mighty resurrection; 
for by virtue of your cross 
joy has come into our world. 

 
Hymn  It is a thing most wonderful, 

almost too wonderful to be, 
that God's own Son should come from heaven, 
and die to save a child like me. 
 
And yet I know that it is true: 
He chose a poor and humble lot, 
and wept and toiled and mourned and died 
for love of those who loved Him not. 
 
I cannot tell how He could love 
a child so weak and full of sin; 
His love must be most wonderful, 
if He could die my love to win. 
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I sometimes think about the cross, 
and shut my eyes, and try to see 
the cruel nails and crown of thorns,  
and Jesus crucified for me. 
 
But even could I see Him die, 
I could but see a little part 
of that great love which, like a fire, 
is always burning in His heart. 
 
It is most wonderful to know 
His love for me so free and sure; 
but 'tis more wonderful to see 
my love for Him so faint and poor. 
 
And yet I want to love this, Lord;  
O light the flame within my heart, 
and I will love Thee more and more, 
until I see Thee as Thou art. 

William Walsham How (1823-1897) 

 
Please Kneel or Sit 
 
Prayers of Intercession 
We pray for the Church, for the nations of the world and their leaders, 
for the Jewish people, for those who do not believe, and for those who 
suffer. 

The response to the bidding Lord hear us is: 
All:  Lord, graciously hear us. 

And at the end 
Priest:  Merciful Father  
All:   Accept these prayers for the sake of your Son,  

our Saviour, Jesus Christ. Amen. 
 
Priest: At the foot of the cross, let us pray with confidence as 

our Saviour has taught us. 
All:   Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come; 
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thy will be done; 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation; 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
the power and the glory, 
for ever and ever. Amen. 

 
Choir Anthem:  Wondrous Cross – Philip Wilby 
 
Hymn  O sacred head, surrounded 

by crown of piercing thorn! 
O bleeding head, so wounded, 
so shamed and put to scorn! 
Death's pallid hue comes o'er thee, 
the glow of life decays; 
yet angel-hosts adore thee, 
and tremble as they gaze. 

Thy comeliness and vigour 
is withered up and gone, 
and in thy wasted figure 
I see death drawing on. 
O agony and dying! 
O love to sinners free! 
Jesu, all grace supplying, 
turn thou thy face on me. 

In this thy bitter passion, 
good Shepherd, think of me 
with thy most sweet compassion, 
unworthy though I be: 
beneath thy Cross abiding 
for ever would I rest, 
in thy dear love confiding, 
and with thy presence blest. 

Paul Gerhardt (1607-1676) 
tr. by Henry Williams Baker (1821-1877) 
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Final Prayer 
Lord Jesus Christ, Son of the living God, 
set your passion, cross and death between your judgement and us,  
now and at the hour of our death. 
Give mercy and grace to the living, 
rest to the faithful departed,  
to your holy Church peace and concord, 
and to us sinners eternal life and glory; 
for you are alive and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever.     
All:  Amen. 

 
Please depart in silence 

 
Our thanks to Dave Ballard for accompanying the choir today. 

 
Please turn over for information about our Easter Day services 
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Services this Sunday 31st March - Easter Day  
8.00 am  BCP Holy Communion 
10.00 am  Easter All Age Celebration with Communion  

Sparkling wine, refreshments and Easter Egg 
Hunt afterwards  

6.00 pm  BCP Evensong in Church and on Zoom 
 

For our normal Sunday services please see the noticeboard or the 
website (www.christchurch-eaton.org.uk) 

 
 

Just Ask: visits, finding out more, christenings and weddings 
Would you like a visit? Are you interested in finding out more about 
the Christian faith or in getting confirmed? Would you like more 
information about christenings or weddings? Please just ask Patrick 
the Vicar (01603 250844, vicar@christchurch-eaton.org.uk) or visit our 
website.  

The Chosen – 7th, 21st, 28th April, 12th May, 3pm, in Church 

The Chosen is an award-winning TV series dramatizing the life of 
Jesus, seen through the eyes of those who knew him. We will watch 
one episode per session and discuss afterwards. Each episode (rated 
12) is approximately an hour long. This is a free event and 
refreshments are provided. No Biblical knowledge is necessary. For 
further information please email christchurch_chosen@aol.com 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

Christ Church is a registered charity in the UK (no. 1130553) 
CCLI number 494086 

 


